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a celebration in which Hyobukyo necessarily played the
foremost part was being planned and prepared by Genji
himself on a scale which had set the whole country talking.
The prince began to hope that his old age would be lightened
by a period of belated conspicuity, and he began to feel
very well pleased with himself. This intensely irritated his
wife, who could not endure that honours should come to
him through the influence of her step-child, and saw no
reason why Genji should so quickly be forgiven his obstruc-
tive attitude concerning the Presentation of her own little
daughter.

The new palace was finished in the eighth month. The
portions corresponding to the astrological signs Sheep and
Monkey x were reserved for Lady AMkonomu's occasional
use, for they stood on ground that her own suite of rooms
had once occupied. The Dragon and Snake quarters were
for Genji himself ; while the Bull and Tiger corner was to
be used by the Lady from the Village of Falling Flowers.
Finally the Dog and Wild Boar quarters were made ready
for the Lady from Akashi, in the hope that she would at
last consent to instal herself under his roof.

He effected great improvement in the appearance of the
grounds by a judicious handling of knoll and lake, for
though such features were already there in abundance, he
found it necessary here to cut away a slope, there to dam a
stream, that each occupant of the various quarters might
look out of her windows upon such a prospect as pleased
her best. To the south-east he raised the level of the
ground, and on this bank planted a profusion of early
flowering trees. At the foot of this slope the lake curved
with especial beauty, and in the foreground, just beneath

1 The points of the compass indicated by these ynvpnal designations
are, successively S.W., S.E., N.E., N.W. Houses were planned with
reference to Chinese astrological conceptions,